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Interview Topics & Questions

Food 

1. What kind of food do you like most? Has that changed since you were younger? 

3. What do you eat most often and why? Has that changed since you were younger? 

4. Have you have adopted any dishes from other nationalities? 

5. When you were young, was there any kind of food that you wanted to eat but could not afford? 

5. Were there any foods that you did not like but had to eat? Why? 

6. Has your national food changed over your lifetime? In what way? 

7. Have your eating habits changed over your lifetime? In what way? 

8. Did your family grow its own food when you were young? Why? 

6. Do you grow your own food now? Why not? 

9. Did your family eat in restaurants when you were young? How was the food? What about now? 

10. Has your consumption of alcohol changed over time? 

World War II 

1. Tell me about your life during the war. 

2. Tell me how the war affected your family. 

3. How did the war change your city/town/village? 

4.  Tell me about the situation with food during the war. 

5. Tell me about how the reconstruction after the war affected your life. 

6. Tell me about Stalin’s death: where were you when you heard? What did you think/feel? 

7. Tell me about how the changes Khrushchev made affected your life. 

8. How did you perceive Germans before the war? What about after the war? 

9. How were the U.S. and West Germany presented in the media? 

10. What do you know or remember about the resettlement of nationalities? 

Religion

1. Tell me about your faith: what religion are you? 

2. Did you choose that religion yourself? Did you feel you had freedom of religion when you were young? What about now? 

3. What was it like to be a religious person back when you were a child? What about now? 

4. What rituals does your religion have? Which of these do you follow, and which don’t you? Why? 

5. How did you spend Ramadan (if Muslim)/Christmas (if Christian)when you were younger? What about now? What are the differences? 

6. How and where do you pray now? What about when you were younger? 

7. Did you have a mosque and/or church in your community when you were young? Tell me what it was like to go there? 

8. Has anyone in your family attended a religious school? Tell me about it. 

9. What kinds of difficulties have you faced while trying to follow your religion? 

10. Were you ever punished or put in jail because of your religion? 

Family Life 

1. Tell me how family life has changed over your lifetime. 

2. What makes a good, strong, healthy family? 

3. Tell me how women’s roles in the family and in society have changed over your lifetime. 

4. Tell me how men’s roles in the family and in society have changed over your lifetime. 

5. Tell me how children’s roles in the family and in society have changed over your lifetime. 

6. How did you get married? How did you meet your husband/wife? 

7. How many children did you have? 

Student Life 

1. Where did you go to school? Please describe how it was to be a student


2. during those year? What did it mean to you?


3. What classes did you study?  Extracurricular activities


4. Tell me more about your classmates and teachers


5. Describe a typical day in your school?


6. What Did you learn from your school which were helpful later in life?


7. Did you study at higher educational institutions? Why? Why not?


8. Who was your favorite subject and who taught?


9. What classes did you enjoy most and why?

Agriculture 

1. Did your family have a farm or work in agriculture?

2. What did/do you grow?

3. How has agriculture changed since you were a child?

4. How has the technology of agriculture changed since you were a child? 

5. Did the development of technology affect the quality and quantity of your crops?

6. Tell me about the collectivization period.

7. What do you think about collectivization, was it good or bad? Why?

8. Tell me about the privatization period. 

9. What do you think about privatization, was it good or bad? Why? 

10. Tell me about any problems which occurred/are occurring, maybe with water supply, lack of technology, lack of financial resources, etc.

11. Did the government help you with any of those problems?

Entertainment 

1. What do you consider entertainment? What is entertainment for you? 

2. What did you do for entertainment when you were younger? How did that change over your lifetime? 

3. What kind of entertainment was most popular when you were younger? 

4. What kind of entertainment was the most fashionable when you were younger? 

5. When did your community first get television? What did people do for entertainment before they had television? 

6. What were your hobbies when you were younger? 

Language 

1. What was your first language? 

2. What language(s) did your parents speak at home? 

3. What other languages do you know? Where did you learn them? 

4. What languages did you use at school? At work? At home? 

5. Are some languages more prestigious or respected than others? Why?

6. Are you embarrassed to speak any language(s)? Which one(s)? Why? 

7. When you talk to people from other regions of Kyrgyzstan, what language do you use? Why?

8. How has the use of language in Kyrgyzstan changed over your lifetime? 

9. What language is the most useful for you in business? Or for work? 

10. What is fastest-growing language in Kyrgyzstan? 

Migration   

1. Were you born in city or village?

2. Do you have children working abroad or in Bishkek? 

3. When and why did you move to the city?

4. If your children or relatives working abroad, do they send money?

5. Is it sufficient to maintain the family budget?

6. What do you think of the fact that many migrants chose to stay in foreign country and take citizenship?

7. Do you think that every person should return to his birthplace at certain point of life?

8. If asked, would you leave your birthplace and rather be with your children or you would prefer to stay at home?

9. Do you think a person who spent years living and working in city will not find it difficult to return to rural areas to live?

10. Do you think external migration is helpful for our economy?

11. Do you think there should be restrictions for rural people coming to cities?

12. In your view, how to keep youth in rural areas?  

13. Can you tell me about pros and cons of living in cities? And rural areas?

14. What is a distinction between youth living in cities and villages?

15. If you have no choice but to leave to city, what would you take with yourself?

