HISTORICAL JOURNALISM: 

Preserving Kyrgyzstan’s Past

MC 315 (02600): 3 Credits

Meeting Times: M & W @ 2:10 

Instructor: Sam Tranum

Email: tranum_s@mail.auca.kg
Spring 2009

Course Description & Objectives

Over the past 80 years or so, Kyrgyzstan has experienced monumental changes, from collectivization and the rise of the Soviet state to independence. The people who observed and experienced these changes are still around to tell their stories – but they won’t be forever. The goal of this course is to interview at least 30 citizens of Kyrgyzstan and preserve their recollections for use by researchers now and in the future. 

During this class you will help to create and publish a people’s history of life in Kyrgyzstan in the last 80 years. This class is more like an internship than a university course; you should think of yourselves as research assistants, rather than students. During the course, you will learn about the process of collecting oral histories and you will have opportunities to develop your interviewing, portrait photography, translation, editing, and research skills. 

Assignments

· Course participation: Active involvement, either during class sessions or outside class is required.  

· Interviews: Each student must conduct at least two interviews – lasting at least two hours each –that meet the criteria of the class. 

· Translations: Each student must transcribe and translate his or her two interviews as necessary and submit them in written form in both Russian and English. 

· Photographs: Each student is responsible for submitting 10 high-quality photographs to accompany each interview: 5 portraits of each interview subject and 5 portraits of their surroundings. 

· Historical background: Each student must also research and write short introductions to his or her two interviews, giving the historical background necessary to put the interviews in context, so a reader who is uninformed about Kyrgyzstan’s history would understand them. 

Note: This is not an exercise –it is a serious, professional project, which will end up published with your names (and mine) on it. Therefore, the highest possible quality of work is expected of you. You are expected to meet deadlines so that your lateness does not hold up the completion of the project; late work will produce a low grade. 

Grading


A+: 97-100; A: 93-96; A-: 90-92; B+: 87-89; B: 83-86; B-: 80-82; C+: 77-79; C: 73-76;  

C-: 70-72; D+: 67-69; D: 63-66; D-: 60-62; F: 0-59.

Plagiarism


As a journalist (or an academic) the most important asset you have is your integrity. AUCA has a plagiarism policy. Read it. If you break the policy, you will be given an F for this course and could be referred to college officials for further sanctions.


I reserve the right to request to see your notes and/or other evidence that you really reported the story that you turned in, if I have any doubt about whether it was written or plagiarized. 

Week 1: 

· Introduction to the class and the project

· Introduction to the concepts and methodologies of oral history 
Week 2: 

· Organization of the project with a visit by potential publisher
· Selection of the sample of interview subjects
Week 3 

· Creating a list of questions 
Week 4 

· Photography

Week 5 

· Collecting archival materials 
· Final considerations 

Week 6 

· Interviewing
Week 7

· Interviewing
Week 8 

· Transcription

Spring Break 

Week 9: 

· Translation 

Week 10

· Student presentations in class of their interviews and photographs

· Editing of the interview transcripts in English and Russian begins 

Week 11

· Editorial decisions: choosing the best interviews for the book

· Defining their order and format
· Deciding what context will need to be added to each interview in an introduction

Week 12 

· Researching, writing and editing interview introductions

Week 13 

· Creation of book and Web site 

Week 14 

· Creation of book and Web site
Week 15 

· Final publication 
· Wrap up of the class/ lessons learned
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